
Appendix A: Essential Ecosystem Resource Assessments 
 

Essential Ecosystem
Resources & Functions

Terrestrial
• SNHAs
• NHEOs
• LHI Guilds
• IBAs

Aquatic
• ASNHAs
• NHEOs
• Riparian Buffers
• Wetlands
• ORWs
• HQWs
• Priority watersheds
• Stream bioclass
• Submerged Aquatic 
Vegetation (SAV)
• Fish nursery areas
• Shellfish production
• Anadromous fish 
spawning areas

Agricultural Lands

•Soils (realistic yield)
•County cash reciepts
(crops and livestock) 
•Processing facilities
• County VADs/EVADs
• County Farmland 
Protection Plans
• Military bases
• Preserved farms (ADFP 
and CREP easements)

(other data are also 
available as part of this 
dataset)

•Forested lands
•Forest patch and  forest 
canopy
•Site productivity
•T&E species
•Biodiversity/wildlife 
habitat
•Stream bioclass
•Hardwood and 
softwood market 
strength
•Development/growth 
patterns and risk from 
development
•Wildlife, hurricane, 
tornado , and freezing 
rain risk
•Ozone non-attainment
•Existing policies (tree 
ordinances, 
management plans)
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Lands

• Existing Federal Lands
• Existing State Lands

Parks
Trails
Nature Preserves
Recreation areas
Cultural sites
Boat access
Game lands

• Planned State Parks 
• Regional Trails
• Existing local       
government parks and 
other natural areas 
(incomplete)
•Land trust properties 
and easements
• NCEEP easements
• CREP easements
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